INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 563 Washington, D. C. August 10, 1935 


Annual Convention to be Held at Chicago 


President Howard A. Orr has announced that the twenty-ninth an- 
nual convention of the National Canners Association and Allied Asso- 
ciations will be held at the Stevens Hotel in Chicago the week of 
January 19-25, 1936. 

Because of the growing requirements of the hotel for its perma- 
nent guests, as well as the increase in the membership of the associa- 
tions and in attendance at the convention, the National Canners As- 
sociation, the Canning Machinery and Supplies Association, and the 
National Food Brokers Association have agreed to make reservations 
at the Stevens Hotel for no persons other than bona fide members in 
good standing, but including program participants, members of the 
press, joint conference committee members, allied association execu- 
tives, government or other public officials. 

All requests for room reservations will be handled through the re- 
spective associations, and they will make no reservations except where 
the names of occupants of rooms are given. Where the names of per- 
sons to occupy the rooms are unknown to those in charge of the reserva- 
tions, they will make an investigation in each case to establish the bona 
fide employment or connection of these persons with the members. 

As in previous years a telephone convention directory will be 
issued by the Stevens Hotel. There will be no listings of Stevens Hotel 
reservations in this directory except the names of firms or individuals 
for whom reservations at the Stevens have been made in accordance 
with the agreement. Names of firms in related industries will be listed 
in the directory showing their outside hotel accommodations. 


Hearings on Food and Drug Law Revision 


Hearings on the Copeland bill (8. 5) and other bills to revise the 
Food and Drugs Act were resumed on Tuesday, with the expectation 
that the hearings would be concluded by the end of the week. 
Representative Owen appeared before the subcommittee conduct- 
ing the hearings to express approval of an amendment to the Cope- 
land bill relating to the standard for individual food products which 
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the bill authorizes the Department of Agriculture to establish. This 
amendment would add the proviso that— 

“In fixing and establishing the standard of quality for any canned 
fruit or vegetable, consideration should be given and due allowance 
made for the differing characteristics of the several varieties of such 
fruit or vegetable.” 

Chairman E. B. Cosgrove of the National Canners Association 
Legislative Committee appeared before the subcommittee, endorsing 
the proposed amendment regarding standards and expressing the in- 
dustry's approval of the Copeland bill as constructive legislation that 
should be speedily enacted in the interest of both the consumer and the 
food industries. 


Conferees Nearing Agreement on A. A. A. Amendments 


Final action by Congress on the bill (H. R. 8492) amending the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act, it is now expected, will be taken during 
the week of August 12th when the report of the conference committeé 
is submitted to the House and Senate. Delay of the conferees in reach- 
ing agreement is reported to have been due to controversies with respect 
to the provisions regarding potatoes, purchase of submarginal lands, 
and appropriation for purchases of cattle. 


Walsh Bill Debated in Senate 


The Walsh bill (S. 3055) to provide conditions for the purchase 
of supplies and the making of contracts, loans or grants by the United 
States was taken up by the Senate on August 8th. Following an explas 
nation of the provisions of the bill by Senator Walsh, the Senate voted 
down, 45 to 25, a motion by Senator Clark to refer the bill to the 
Finance Committee. The bill was temporarily laid aside several times 
during the day, but remained the unfinished business. It was antici 
pated that an early vote on its passage would be reached. 

The bill would authorize the government to fix minimum wage 
and maximum hour requirements for labor used in the fulfillment of 
government contracts and contracts by persons borrowing federal funds 


Group I and Group II Rules 


In reports of negotiations of the Federal Trade Commission ang 
various industries with respect to trade practice rules and agreement 
reference is frequently made to Group I and Group II rules, FOR 
this reason the Commission has issued an explanation of these W. 
groups of rules which will be of interest to canners who have beg 
following the development of trade practice conferences under th® 
supervision of the Commission. The explanation follows: 
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Group I Rules.—The unfair trade practices which are embraced 
in Group I rules are considered to be unfair methods of competition 
within the decisions of the Federal Trade Commission and the courts, 
and appropriate proceedings in the public interest will be taken by 
the Commission to prevent the use of such unlawful practices in or 
directly affecting interstate commerce. 

Group II Rules.—The trade practices embraced in Group II rules 
do not, per se, constitute violations of law. They are considered by 
the industry either to be unethical, uneconomical or otherwise objec- 
tionable; or to be conducive to sound business methods which the in- 
dustry desires to encourage and promote. Such rules, when they con- 
form to the above specifications and are not violative of law, will be 
received by the Commission, but the observance of said rules must 
depend upon and be accomplished through the cooperation of the mem- 
bers of the industry concerned, exercised in accordance with existing 
law. Where, however, such practices are used in such manner as to 
become unfair methods of competition in commerce or a violation of 
any law over which the Commission has jurisdiction, appropriate 
proceedings will be instituted by the Commission as in the case of viola- 
tion of Group I rules. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Cantor 48 Reporteo py THE Bureau or Economics, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Week-ending Week ending Total for season 


‘ August 3 July 27 through August 3 
2 ; Commodity 1934 1935 1935 1934 1935 
Vegetables: 
fe Beans, snap and lima........ 26 43 27 12,239 9,410 
r 209 146 322 20,318 18,524 
116 163 125 4,911 5,268 
117700 1 7 11 7,701 5,487 
All other domestic vegetables 
competing directly......... 2,073 1,649 1,655 116,942 107,829 
Fruits: 
Citrus, domestic............. 1,821 1,984 2,513 112,311 130,672 
5 27 41 874 488 
Others, domestile . 8.394 3.144 3,609 32,784 19,577 


Proper Adjustment of Microscopes for Mold Count Work 


Mr. B. J. Howard, who is in charge of the Microchemical Labora- 
tory of the Food and Drug Administration, has just returned from 
conducting a school for mold counters in Indiana and Ohio. He was 
much concerned about the large proportion of the microscopes used 
by the counters that were not suitably equipped for doing the mold 
count work. 
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The Howard mold count procedure is based on the examination 
of a definite area of the sample in the Howard mold counting cell. 
Unless the diameter of the field seen with the microscope is exactly 
1.382 millimeters, acceptable results cannot be obtained. The size 
of the field obtained with each microscope used for mold counting 
must be checked at the beginning of the season. If the diameter is 
not that specified above, the instrument must be modified or adjusted 
until the required diameter is obtained. 

All canners who are using the mold count in connection with the 
preparation of tomato products are urged to make sure that the micro- 
scope being used is correctly adjusted. 


Trade Agreement with Sweden in Effect 


The reciprocal trade agreement between the United States and 
Sweden became effective August 5th. Under this agreement Sweden 
reduced its import duties on canned peaches, apricots, pineapples, 
pears, grapefruit, mixed fruits for salad, soup, and pork and beans 
imported from the United States. On all of these items the old rate 
was 75 Swedish crowns per 100 kilos. Under the agreement the rate 
is reduced to 50 crowns on all items except pineapples and grapefruit, 
on which two the rate is lowered to 30 crowns. 

Sweden also removed the duty on pickled or salted salmon, fresh 
grapefruit, and raisins, and extended the low duty season on fresh 
apples and pears under the Swedish tariff. Sweden also agreed to 
“binding” the following items on the Swedish free list: dried apricots, 
peaches, prunes, pears, and apples. 

Concessions by the United States included such items as two kinds 
of wood pulp, so-called Swedish “health” bread, and certain classes 
of iron and steel, wrapping paper, process paper, board, and matches. 


Getting the Facts to Consumers 


Miss Atwater of the Home Economics Division was invited re- 
cently to speak to the classes in consumer buying at Cornell University 
and at Columbia University. The women in these groups at summer 
session are mature, trained women, who are going back to their own 
homes to set up consumer education programs. They were keenly inter- 
ested in the development of the canning industry from its small begin- 
nings to its present size, and they were also greatly interested in the 
program for descriptive labeling of canned foods. They asked all sorts 
of questions. 

It was encouraging to find these groups anxious to hear all sides 
of a question and to find that they are evaluating the evidence. A few 
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months ago consumer groups were not nearly so alert in their evalua- * A 
tion of some of the propaganda that has been put out about foods. 24 3 
Now they are becoming more critical of the source from which informa- E 
tion comes, and are looking at all sides of a question. They appre- 
ciate the authoritative material of the National Canners Association. 

Miss Black has found a quick and eager response to her newspaper 
releases which she is sending as a weekly service to a selected list of 
newspapers in cities from coast to coast. Women are glad to get the 
timely suggestions in her releases and have expressed their appreciation. 

The leaflet entitled, “Canned Food Facts” released in June has 
already gone to many consumer groups. Requests to date have totaled 
9,500 copies. One magazine editor writes: “I like your copy in ‘Canned 
Food Facts.’ It's the kind of thing that hits em in the eye as they 
run for the subway, and it ought to stick.” One home service director 
asked for more than 650 copies of this release to send with her own 
mailing of timely material. Canners have asked for five or six thousand 
to send to their salesmen. 

Hearings on 8. 5—the Food and Drugs Bill—before the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee brought the usual number of repre- 
sentatives of women’s organizations to testify. They united in urging 
passage of the bill as a measure for consumer information and pro- 
tection. 

This fall and winter practically every group of women in the coun- 
try will have a program of consumer education in their list of activi- 
ties—and are they active! The Home Economies Division has plans 
for supplying more and more information to them, which will keep the 
staff very active too. 


Weather Conditions 


Week ended Week ended Week ended 

July 30, 1935 Aug. 6, 1935 Aug. 7, 1934 

District Temp. Rain Temp. Rain Temp. Rain 
%%%ͤͤ!õCiUi 70 6 71 1.1 66 6 
„ee 72 3 71 a 67 4 
Rö AAA 79 4 83 2 77 6 
77 5 82 13 76 90 
79 2 84 0 77 2 
81 1.7 83 6 79 12 
Northern Illinois, Southern Wisconsin 78 J 78 3.7 76 15 
Southern Minnesota 83 6 79 12 77 a 
Northern Colorado q r 70 2 70 Jl 79 3 
Renne 82 0 70 0 80 3 
Northwestern Washington........... 64 3 62 0 64 2 
Southeastern Washington. 75 0 69 0 70 4 
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Congress Takes Final Action on Motor Carrier Bill 


The Senate has concurred in the House amendments to the bill (8. 
1629) to regulate bus and truck transportation. 

Under the bill jurisdiction over interstate motor carriers is vested 
in the Interstate Commerce Commission in conjunction with joint State 
boards. Private carriers are not regulated except as to maximum 
labor hours of driving and safety of equipment. The following motor 
carriers are exempt except as to safety and labor provisions: School 
busses, taxicabs, hotel cabs, busses used in national parks, trolley 
busses, busses or trucks used in zone commercially a part of a muni- 
cipality when such transportation is under common control for a con- 
tinuous carriage or shipment, casual or occasional or reciprocal opera- 
tors, vehicles used exclusively in carrying livestock or unprocessed agri- 
cultural products, vehicles used exclusively in distribution of news- 
papers. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission is authorized to fix the 
maximum, minimum or going rate for common carriers, and can ap- 
prove or disapprove the minimum contract rate of contract carriers 
as filed. Both classes of carriers are forbidden to discriminate unduly. 
Rate regulation is to be based primarily on the cost of operation. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


Among publications recently received by the Association's Raw 
Products Research Bureau that will be of interest to the canners are 
the following: 


Raspberry Growing in Michigan, Bulletin No. 152, 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Michigan State College, 
East Lansing, Mich. 
Relation of Maturity and Handling of Bartlett Pears in the Pacific Northwest 
to Quality of the Canned Product, Bulletin No. 450, 
Division of Fruit and Vegetable Crops and Diseases, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, U. 8. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
The Cultivation of the Highbush Blueberry, Bulletin No. 252, 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Michigan State College, 
East Lansing, Mich. 
Apricot Varieties, Bulletin 251, 
Utah Agricultural Experiment Station, Utah State Agricultural College, 
Logan, Utah. 
The Use of Rapid Chemical Tests on Soils and Plants as Aids in Determining 
Fertilizer Needs, Circular No. 204, 
Purdue University Agricultural Experiment Station, Lafayette, Ind. 
Blueberry Culture in Massachusetts, Bulletin No. 317, 
Massachusett Agricultural Experiment Station, Massachusetts State Col- 
lege, Amherst, Maas. 


Canners who desire to obtain any of the above-mentioned bulle- 
tins should direct their requests to the institutions issuing them. 
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INFORMATION LETTER 
Malayan Pineapple Industry Developments 


The value of pineapples shipped overseas from Malaya rose to 
1,625,000 Straits dollars during the first quarter of 1935 as against 
1,499,000 Straits dollars for the corresponding period in 1934, accord- 
ing to the American trade commissioner at Singapore. It is anticipated 
generally that this will be one of the most profitable years that pine- 
apple growers have experienced in this country. New areas are being 
planted in Johore and factory extensions and improvements are in 
progress or contemplated. 

A pineapple canning expert has been requisitioned from England, 
and he will probably arrive there during the latter part of the year. It 
is anticipated that modern machinery will be installed and that the 
industry in general will probably be revolutionized. 


Japanese Canned Orange Exports 


Exports of canned oranges from Japan in 1934 totaled 284,176 
cases, principally cases of 48 8-ounce cans. Of these exports 221,407 
cases were shipped to Great Britain, 32,626 cases to the United States, 
and smaller quantities to other distributions. 


Argentine Tomato Products Production 


According to a census recently made of the manufacture of tomato 
paste and other tomato products in Argentina, the Bureau of Commerce 
and Industry of the Argentine Ministry of Agriculture has reported 
that there are twenty-eight factories with an invested capital of 
5,647,879 paper pesos. 

The factories produce the following amounts: Tomato extract, 
5,690 short tons; tomato sauce, 67; tomato paste, 967 ; canned tomatoes, 
1,257; and other tomato products, 10; total, 7,991 short tons. The value 
of the output is given as 5,267,670 paper pesos and the amount of 
tomatoes used was 62,373 tons. The factories employ 2,214 people and 
use 3,579 horsepower electrical energy. 

Tomato paste was formerly imported almost exclusively from 
Italy according to the American commercial attaché at Buenos Aires, 
but since the increase of manufacture in Argentina imports of this prod- 
uet have been rapidly diminishing. Imports of tomato paste declined 
from 6,503,641 kilos in 1931 to 2,705,712 kilos in 1933. In the latter 
year Italy supplied 2,604,577 kilos, while 26,633 kilos came from the 
United States and 73,486 kilos from Chile. 


Correction 


The increase in manufacturers’ stocks of evaporated milk on July 
Las compared with July 1, 1934, was 12.51 per cent instead of 86.59 
per cent, as stated in the InrormaTion Lerrer for July 27. 
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Retail Sales Reports Planned for Three States 


An encouraging number of returns has been received from the first 
canvassing of firms for the new retail sales reports covering the states 
of Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin which are to be issued monthly by 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Over one thousand firms in these three states, the Bureau states, 
have agreed to report the dollar volume of their sales each month for 
use in the compilation of these reports. 

Preliminary releases will be issued before the end of the month 
following that for which data are given. The retail sales reports will 
be issued by individual states and contain figures showing the per- 
centage of change in dollar volume of retail sales. 


A separate breakdown will be made for each of the lines of busi- 
ness from which a sufficient number of firms report to insure that such 
segregation will not result in a disclosure of the reported figures of 
individual businesses. Separate figures for important cities will be 
included in the state reports subject to the same restriction. 


Figures will also be given to show the number of firms reporting 
increases, decreases, or no change in their sales volume between two 
successive months of the same year and between two corresponding 
months of this year and the previous year. 


No definite date has been announced for the release of the first 
report, although plans are now under way to collect data for August 
and to mail the first preliminary release to cooperating firms late in 
September. 
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